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MEL  WACKS,  BIBLICAL 
NUMISMATIC  EXPERT, 
DISPUTES  SHROUD  OF  TURIN 
COIN  THEORY 


Biblical  Numismatic  expert,  Mel  Wacks  has  concluded 
that  the  coin  image  on  the  Shroud  of  T urin  was  most  likely 
not  made  by  the  lituus  coin  issued  by  Pontius  Pilate,  as 
has  been  proclaimed  by  Francis  Filas  S.J.  of  Loyola 
University  of  Chicago. 


Background 


“One  of  our  investigations...  surprisingly  revealed 
objects  resting  on  the  eyes  - objects  which 
resembled  small  disks  or  'buttons.’  Could  these  two 
objects  then  be  coins?  When  we  mentioned  our  coin 
theory  to  friend  Ian  Wilson,  he,  being  somewhat  of  a 
coin  buff,  immediately  looked  into  what  coins  might 
have  been  used  if  the  Shroud  was  genuine.  The 
result  of  his  study  produced  the  possibility  of  a 
Jewish  bronze  lepton  of  Pontius  Pilate  minted  from 
29-31  AD.  Additionally,  the  observation  of  what 
appears  to  be  a backward  question  mark  on  the 
object  on  the  left  eye  seems  to  correspond  to  the 
striking  (Augur’s  wand)  on  a lepton!  Intriguing 
points,  but  to  date  still  inclusive.’’ 


In  1980  Francis  Filas  privately  published  a 7000  word 
study,  The  Dating  of  the  Shroud  of  Turin  from  Coins  of 
Pontius  Pilate,  in  which  he  claimed  the  detection  of 
certain  features  on  the  Shroud  coin  image...  “the  (letters) 
‘UCAI’  angled  from  9:30  o’clock  to  1 1 :30  o’clock  around 
the  curve  of  an  astrologer’s  staff  called  a Lituus  (or 
Augur’s  wand).’’  Filas  goes  on  to  state  that  the  letters 
“UCAI’’  are  the  portion  of  the  coin  inscription 
“TIBEPIOYKAICAPOC”.  Then,  in  a dazzling  display  of 
probability  theory,  it  was  shown  that  the  odds  were  one  in 
“6  million  times  a trillion  times  a trillion  times  a trillion  that 
the  lituus  and  UCAI  are  fallacious  patterns  on  the  weave 
of  the  Shroud,  accidentally  duplicating  markings  on  the 
coins  of  Pontius  Pilate.” 


The  Shroud  Coin  Theory  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
computerized  image  enhancement  analysis  made  of 
Shroud  photographs  by  Dr.  Eric  Jumper,  Dr.  John 
Jackson  and  Kenneth  Stevenson  Jr.,  published  in  the 
American  Numismatic  Association’s  magazine  The 
Numismatist  in  1978.  These  investigators  wrote: 


Here  is  the  Shroud  "coin  image"  with  the  lituus  superimposed  in 
the  position  indicated  by  Filas.  H acks  maintains  that  the  letters 
"CA  " are  in  the  wrong  position.  Filas  shows  them  at  10- It 
o 'clock,  whereas  they  would  normally  be  at  abf-ui  ?-.?  o 'clock  as 
part  of  the  inscription  KAICAPOC.  Even  if  the  “A'.  l ’’  was 
misspelled  as  “CA  ”,  it  should  be  at  about  1:00  o'clock. 
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The  Case  of  the 
Misspelled  Pontius  Pilate  Coins 

In  a press  release  dated  September  1,  1981  Filas 
indicated  that  “Imprints  of  a misspelled  Pontius  Pilate 
coin  now  in  existence  are  the  same  as  imprints  of  an 
apparent  coin  on  the  right  eye  of  the  crucified  man's 
figure  on  the  Shroud  of  Turin.  This  discovery  proves  the 
authenticity,  the  place  of  origin,  and  the  approximate 
dating  of  the  Shroud  of  Turin  beyond  reasonable  doubt.” 
In  a notarized  statement,  dated  August  31,  1981,  that 
accompanied  the  press  release  Filas  describes  this 
“missing  link”  as  follows:  “This  coin  has  the  vertical  lituus 
(astrologer’s  staff),  with  letters  still  discernible  beginning 
at  9 o’clock  along  the  staff  of  the  lituus.  The  letters  are:  T, 
‘O’;  then  an  apparent  ‘U’  eaten  away  at  10  o’clock.  At  10:30 
o’clock:  the  letter  ‘O’.  At  11  o’clock:  the  letter  ’A’  eaten 
away  almost  to  the  surface  of  the  coin,  but  with  visible 
stilts  and  crossbar  in  relief,  in  high-resolution 
photography.  At  1 1 :30  o’clock:  the  Greek  letter  iota  (T)  at 
the  upper  half  of  the  line.” 

After  careful  examination  of  greatly  magnified  glossy 
photographs  of  this  coin,  supplied  by  Filas,  Wacks  has 
concluded  that  “the  actual  inscription  is  quite  normal  for 
the  coin  and  bears  no  similarity  to  Filas'  findings.  The 
visible  letters  are  simply  the  bottom  two-thirds  of  the 
inscription  ‘IBEP’,  a portion  of  the  Emeror’s  name  - 
’TIBEPIOY’  (Tiberius).  Both  the  location  of  the  lettersand 
their  shape  make  this  conclusion  certain.” 


Here  is  the  first  “error  coin”  of  Pilate  discovered  by  Filas. 
However,  iVacks  indicates  that  the  visible  inscription  is  the 
normal  TIBER  and  not  CAl  as  Filas  maintains. 

Filas  issued  another  press  release  on  November  16, 
1981  which  proclaimed  that  “Second  rare  Pontius  Pilate 
coin  definitely  confirms  previous  coin  imprintson  Shroud 
of  Turin.”  Wacks  also  examined  enlarged  glossy  photos  of 
this  second  coin  and  agrees  that  the  spelling  is  incorrect, 
appearing  as  “CAICAPOC.”  Wacks  goes  on  to  indicate 
that  misspellings  were  not  that  uncommon  on  the  small 
bronze  leptons  which  were  generally  crudely  struck  in 
ancient  Judaea  over  a 200  year  period  (c.  103  B.C.  to  59 
A.D.). 


y\  acks  agrees  that  the  second  “error  com”  of  Pontius  Pilate 
discovered  by  Filas  does  appear  (from  the  enlarged 
photograph)  to  have  an  unusual  and  previously  undetected 
spelling  error  of  KAICAPOC.  But  he  states  that  the  letters 
“(  A ” either  at  the  beginning  of  the  word  or  in  the  middle  do  not 
agree  with  Filas' positioning. 


Just  discovered  in  the  Holy  Land  . . . 

Genuine  2000  year  old  coins  from  the  time  of 
the  Maccabees  . . . the  Herodians  . . . 

Jesus  and  the  Apostles . . . the  hated  Procurators . . . 
the  valiant  defenders  of  Masada. 

Now  available  to  B.N.S.  members  at  the  amazing 
low  price  of  less  than  $10  each! 


While  Antiochus  VII  of  Syria  granted  Simon 
Maccabeus  “leave  to  coin  money  for  thy  country  with 
thine  own  stamp”  in  140  B.C.,  it  was  not  until  a decade  or 
more  later  that  the  first  coins  of  ancient  Judaea  were 
issued  by  Simon’s  son  John  Hyrcanus  I.  The  design 
consisted  simply  of  two  cornucopiae,  in  consideration  of 
the  Biblical  ban  on  idolatry  (“Ye  shall  make  you  no  idols 
nor  graven  images”,  Lev.  26:1).  You  can  receive  one  of 
these  coin  types  along  with  four  others  for  a total  of  only 
$47.50.  Remember  that  these  are  not  copies  or  replicas, 
but  genuine  authenticated  2000  year  old  artifacts! 

The  second  major  coin  type  was  introduced  by 
Hyrcanus’  son  Alexander  Jannaeus  (103-76  B.C.).  The 
design  features  a sun-wheel  on  one  side  and  an  anchor  on 
the  other.  Although  several  coins  are  candidates,  this  is 
one  of  the  most  likely  pieces  to  have  been  the  “Widow’s 
Mite”:  “And  he  (Jesus)  looked  up,  and  saw  the  rich  men 
casting  their  gifts  into  the  treasury.  And  he  said,  of  a 
truth  I say  unto  you,  that  this  poor  widow  hath  casted  in 
more  than  they  all”  (Luke  21:1-4). 

Herod  the  Great  defeated  the  last  of  the  Maccabees, 
with  the  help  of  Rome,  in  37  B.C.  The  Herodian  dynasty 
continued  to  rule  for  over  100  years!  You  will  receive  a 
bronze  coin  of  Herod  or  a member  of  his  family...  perhaps 
struck  by  Herod  Agrippa  I who  “stretched  forth  his 
hands  to  vex  certain  of  the  church.  And  he  killed  James 
the  brother  of  John  with  the  sword.  And...  he  proceeded 
further  to  take  Peter  also”  (Acts  12:1-3). 

Concurrently  with  the  reign  of  the  Herodians,  Roman- 
appointed  Procurators  governed  in  Judaea  (6-41  A.D., 
44-66  A.D.).  Pontius  Pilate  is  the  most  infamous  of 
Procurators.  A mite  of  the  Procurator  Felix,  who  “came 
with  his  wife  Drusilla,  which  was  a Jewess,  (and)  sent  for 
Paul,  and  heard  him  concerning  the  faith  in  Christ”  (Acts 
24:24),  will  be  included  in  each  set  as  long  as  our  small 
supply  lasts. 

The  Jews  finally  revolted  against  their  Roman 
“masters”  in  66  A.D.,  when  they  quickly  captured  the 
holy  city  of  Jerusalem.  The  famous  silver  Shekels  were 
struck  in  this  period,  and  bronze  Prutahs  were  issued  in 
the  second  and  third  year  of  the  Revolt  inscribed  in 
ancient  Hebrew  “For  the  Deliverance  of  Zion.”  We  will 
include  one  of  these  scarce  “Zion”  coins  in  each  set. 

All  five  genuine  ancient  Bible  Coins  will  come  in  a clear 
plastic  holder  so  that  they  can  be  viewed  and  treasured 
for  generations  to  come.  These  coins  are  “as  found”, 
averaging  About  Good  condition.  Our  supply  is  strictly 
limited,  so  rush  your  order  to  avoid  possible 
disappointment;  there  is  a limit  of  3 sets  per  order. 

FIVE  PIECE  SET $47.50 
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However,  Wacks  went  on  to  say  that  "the  location  ol 
these  letters  are  normal  for  this  coin  - 1 00  o'clock  to  5:00 
o'clock.  They  are  on  the  right  side  of  the  lituus  and  not  in 
the  upper  left  position  of  the  Shroud  coin  image.  In  fact,  I 
know  of  no  Pontius  Pilate  coin  with  the  letters  'UCAr  in 
the  relative  position  of  the  Shroud  coin  image!  None  is 
shown  in  the  Collection  of  the  British  Museum,  nor  in  the 
newly  published  Sylloge  of  the  Collection  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  catalogued  by  Ya'akov  Meshorer. 
Admittedly,  there  is  a drawing  of  such  a coin  in  Madden's 
1864  History  of  Jewish  Coinage,  but  most  of  that  coin  is 
struck  off  of  the  flan  and,  in  any  case,  it  is  only  a drawing 
and  may  have  been  in  error  as  other  drawings  in  this  book 
have  proven  to  have  been. 

Wacks  believes  that  "until  someone  can  produce  a coin 
of  Pontius  Pilate  with  the  spelling  error  and  with  the  letters 
in  the  position  shown  on  the  Shroud  (at  least 
approximately)  then  nothing  has  been  confirmed  as  Filas 
has  asserted.  In  fact,  the  position  of  the  letters  'UCAI'  as 
indicated  by  Filas  probably  precludes  any  possibility  of 
the  coin  image  having  been  produced  by  a coin  of  Pontius 


Pilate!"  , 


Another  Problem  with  Pontius  Pilate  Coin 


In  the  October  1980  issue  of  The  Augur,  editor  Mel 
Wacks  first  disputed  Filas’  Pilate  coin  theory  on  the  basis 
that  Pilate's  lituus  coin  was  not  minted  until  after  August, 
30  A.D.,  well  after  the  generally  accepted  date  of  the 
Crucifixion  (April.  30  A.D.).  His  reasoning  is  as  follows: 

“It  is  generally  agreed  that  Jesus  died  in  30  A.D.  This 
date  is  typically  computed  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Judaica: 
According  to  Luke’s  date,  Jesus  was  Baptized  by  John 
the  Baptist  either  in  27/28  or  28/29  C.E.,  when  he  was 
about  the  age  of  30.  On  the  evidence  in  the  first  three 
Gospels,  the  period  between  his  baptism  and  crucifixion 
comprised  no  more  than  one  year;  although  according  to 
John  it  ran  to  two  or  even  three  years.  It  seems  that  on  the 
point  of  duration  of  Jesus’  public  ministry  the  Synoptic 
Gospels  are  to  be  trusted.  Most  probably,  then,  Jesus  was 
baptized  in  28/29  and  died  in  the  year  30  C.E.’ 

We  can  date  the  events  surrounding  the  crucifixion  to 
the  day,  since  the  ‘last  supper’  was  actually  the  ritual 
Jewish  Passover  seder,  and  the  exact  date  of  Passover  in 
30  A.D.  can.  be  computed.  According  to  the  Bible  Study 
Helps  in  the  Holy  Bible,  World  Publishing  Company,  the 
‘Last  Supper’  (Passover  seder)  took  place  on  Friday,  April 
7,  and  the  crucifixion  occurred  later  that  same  day.  In 
those  times  the  day  was  defined  from  sunset  to  sunset. 

The  coins  of  Pontius  Pilate  were  dated  according  to  the 
regnal  year  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Tiberius,  as  was  the 
custom.  Tiberius,  adopted  son  of  Augustus  Caesar, 
assumed  the  throne  upon  the  death  of  Augustus  in 
August,  14  A.D.  Thus  the  years  of  Tiberius  would  have  to 
be  reckoned  from  August,  rather  than  the  normal 
beginning  of  the  Julian  calendar  in  January.  So  the  first 
year  of  Tiberius  ran  from  August,  14  A.D.  through  July,  15 
A.D.;  the  second  year  from  August  15  A.D.  through  July, 
16  A.D.;  and  so  on.  The  time  of  the  crucifixion  would  have 
fallen  within  the  latter  half  of  the  16th  year  of  Tiberius’ 
rule. 

The  first  coin  issued  by  Pilate  is  dated  'LIS’  representing 
the  16th  regnal  year.  This  small  bronze  ‘mite’  features 
three  ears  of  barley  and  a simpulum  (ceremonial  ladle). 
The  inscription  surrounding  the  simpulum  is  identical  to 
the  legend  around  the  augur’s  wand  (lituus)  on  the  coins 
issued  in  the  following  two  years.  The  reverse  inscription 
honors  the  Emperor’s  mother,  Julia,  and  this  issue  likely 
came  to  an  abrupt  end  with  her  death  in  the  year  29  A.D. 


/•Vr.vr  coin  issued  hy  Pilate  in  29  A.D. 


The  first  year  of  Pilate’s  coins  with  the  augur's  wand  is 
dated  ‘LIZ’  (Year  17)  and  must  have  appeared  some  time 
after  the  start  of  Tiberius'  17th  regnal  year  in  August,  30 
A.D.,  well  after  the  crucifixion  in  April." 

The  date  of  April  7,  30  A.D.  for  the  crucifixion  is  also 
accepted  by  the  Jerusalem  Bible  (1966)  and  most  other 
references.  However,  other  dates  are  also  supported 
ranging  from  28  A.D.  (Outline  Studies  in  Biblical  Facts 
and  History  by  DePuy  and  Davis,  1906),  31  A D.  (Seventh- 
Day  Adventists,  1844  to  present),  April  3,  33  A.D. 
(Archbishop  Usher,  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  and  others),  to 
36  A.D.  (The  Passover  Plot  by  Schonfield,  1965).  Thus,  the 
problem  of  the  date  on  the  Pontius  Pilate  lituus  coins 
should  be  considered  but  is  not  necessarily 
insurmountable,  Wacks  concludes.  However,  Wacks  still 
considers  the  problem  of  the  misplaced  Shroud  coin 
image  inscription  as  critical! 


Alternate  Possibilities 

After  carefully  examining  highly  magnified 
photographs  (both  two  dimensional  and  computer 
simulated  three  dimensional)  of  the  Shroud  coin  image, 
Wacks  agrees  that  a pattern  forms  the  letters  "CA".  He 
also  sees  the  vertical  line  following  the  “CA”  that  Filas 
calls  an  “I”,  but  Wacks  feels  that  it  could  just  as  well  be  a 
portion  of  another  letter  such  as  “P”  with  the  right  portion 
eaten  away  as  is  the  case  with  most  of  the  coin  image’s 
design.  And  he  believes  that  the  letter  preceding  the  “CA”. 
called  "U”  by  Filas,  is  crude  enough  to  be  another  letter 
such  as  "1".  The  circumferential  sequence  "ICAP  ’ (part  of 
the  word  “KAICAP”  — Caesar)  is  found  on  several 
Procurator  coins  — Coponius  (6-9  A.D.) , Ambibulus  (9-12 
A.D.),  Pontius  Pilate,  and  Antonius  Felix  (52-60  A.D.). 
The  coins  of  Coponius  or  Ambibulus  have  a curved  ear  of 
barley  that  is  somewhat  similar  in  shape  to  a lituus,  that  is 
compatible  with  the  letters,  the  design  image,  and  most 
important,  their  relative  positions.  However,  the  portion  of 
the  inscription  “ICAP"  is  split  up  so  that  it  appears  on  the 
coins  as  “ICA-P”.  It  is  conceivable  that  a portion  of  the 
barley  design  might  extend  high  enough  to  cause  the 
upright  line  following  the  “ICA"  but  the  chance  of  this 
happening  is  remote. 


C rain  of  barley  and  inscription  from  coin  of  either  Procurator 
Coponius  (6-9 .4  .D.)  or  .4  mhihulus  (9-12 .4  .D.),  superimposed 
on  the  Shroud  of  Turin  "coin  image".  This  is  just  as  good  a fit  as 
the  Pontius  Pilate  coin,  and  doesn't  require  searching  for 
strange  spellings  and  unusual  positioning. 
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If  the  Shroud  coin  image  was  caused  by  a coin  of 
Coponius  or  Ambibulus  it  would  cause  no  problems 
concerning  the  dating  of  the  Shroud  to  the  time  of  Jesus, 
since  coins  circulated  for  decades  and  longer  in  the 
ancient  world.  The  coins  of  Coponius  and  Ambibulus  are 
among  the  most  common  of  all  Procurator  issues...  and 
they  were  struck  only  about  twenty  years  before  Jesus’ 
crucifixion. 


Here  are  some  coins  issued  by  the  Procurator  Felix  in  54  A ,D. 
that  are  candidates  for  matching  the  Shroud  of  Turin  "coin 
image".  They  feature  the  legend  "KAICAPOY"  (Caesar) 
around  the  circumference.  Of  course,  if  the  "coin  image"  proved 
to  have  been  made  by  a coin  of  the  Procurator  Felix,  it  would 
preclude  the  possibility  that  the  Shroud  was  from  the  time  of  the 
Crucifixion  of  Jesus. 


Wacks  concludes  that  “it  is  impossible  to  determine 
precisely  the  Judaean  coin  that  might  have  caused  the 
image  on  the  Shroud  since  no  one  coin  design  - 
inscription,  motif,  and  their  relative  positions  - exactly 
matches  the  Shroud  coin  image.  It  is  this  vital  third  factor  - 
positioning - that  Filas  neglected  to  take  into  account 
when  he  computed  the  mathematical  probability  of  the 
coin  image  being  the  lituus  coin  of  Pontius  Pilate.  If  it  is 
taken  into  account  the  probability  becomes  infinitesimal. 
To  prove  his  case,  Filas  must  prove  the  existence  of  a 
lituus  coin  of  Pontius  Pilate  with  an  error  in  spelling  and 
an  entirely  new  positioning  of  the  inscription.” 

Wacks  acknowledged  the  contributions  of  Robert 
Leonard  Jr.,  Contributing  Editor  to  the  Biblical 
Numismatic  Society's  Newsletter  - The  Augur,  whose 
articles  "What  was  the  year  of  the  crucifixion?”,  the 
Augur,  September/October  1980,  and  "Numismatist 
disputes  Filas'  theory”.  Coin  World,  October  7,  helped  to 
throw  valuable  light  on  this  investigation. 


The  standard  silver  coin  of  the  ancient  world... 

SILVER  TETRADRACHMS  OF  ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT  (336-323  B.C.) 
COUNTERSTAMPED  WITH  AN  ANCHOR  FOR  USE  IN  THE  SELEUCID  EMPIRE 

(INCLUDING  THE  HOLY  LAND) 


When  he  was  still  a teenager,  Alexander  of  Macedonia 
first  distinguished  himself  in  battle,  where  his  victory  was 
achieved  due  to  the  young  prince’s  impetuosity  and 
courage.  He  ascended  the  Macedonian  throne  upon  his 
father’s  death  in  336  B.C.;  Alexander  was  20.  In  rapid 
succession,  Alexander  subdued  a rebellion  in  his  own 
kingdom  and  then  unexpectedly  marched  into  Greece. 
Thebes  submitted...  the  barbarians  to  the  north 
succumbed...  the  Persian  armies  were  defeated  in  334 
B.C.  by  Alexander’s  force  of  35,000  men...  then  on  to 
Syria,  Tyre  and  Egypt  which  yielded  with  no  resistance. 
Soon  after,  Babylon,  Susa  and  Persepolis  fell...  in  329 
Alexander  marched  into  Bactria...  and  two  years  after 
India  was  added  to  his  empire.  Finally  in  323,  at  the  age  of 
32,  Alexander  the  Great  died  from  a fever  broght  on  by 
heavy  drinking  at  a banquet  given  to  his  principal 
officers. 


It  was  these  same  officers  who  later  divided  the  empire 
of  Alexander  the  Great  among  themselves.  Ptolemy 
seized  Egypt,  Seleucis  reigned  in  Babylon  and  Syria, 
Antigonus  established  himself  in  Asia  Minor,  and 
Antipater  controlled  Alexander’s  native  Macedonia. 

One  of  the  means  that  Alexander  used  to  unite  his  vast 
empire  was  a uniform  coinage  - particularly  the  large 
silver  tetradrachms  that  depicted  Alexander  as  the 
powerful  god  Hercules,  with  a lion’s  mane  headdress;  the 
all-powerful  Zeus  sits  upon  his  throne  on  the  reverse. 
This  coin-type  was  struck  by  Alexander  at  dozens  of 
mints  ranging  from  Europe  to  India...  and  for  many  years 
these  same  designs  were  used  by  Alexander’s 
successors. 

Perhaps  in  the  interim  period,  following  their  leader’s 
unexpected  death,  before  the  generals  were  able  to 
strike  their  own  coins,  they  utilized  Alexander’s  freshly 
minted  tetradrachms  by  counterstamping  them  with 
distinctive  symbols.  We  were  most  fortunate  in  recently 
discovering  a small  hoard  of  these  rare  counterstamped 
Alexander  the  Great  Silver  Tetradrachms,  with  an 
anchor  motif.  The  anchor  symbol  was  associated  with 
King  Seleucid  of  Syria,  probably  reminiscent  of  his 
previous  service  as  Ptolemy’s  admiral. 

Seleucid’s  kingdom  included  ancient  Judaea,  and  thus 
it  is  not  surprising  that  this  important  hoard  was 
discovered  in  the  Holy  Land...  where  it  had  rested 
undisturbed  for  over  2000  years.  THE  B.N.S.  IS 
OFFERING  VERY  FINE  SPECIMENS  OF  THESE 
ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT  SILVER  TETRA- 
DRACHMS WITH  CLEAR  COUNTERSTAMPS  AT 
A REMARKABLY  LOW  HOARD  PRICE...  JUST 
$175  EACH.  ORDER  TWO  DIFFERENT  PIECES 
FOR  $325  AND  YOU  CAN  SAVE  EVEN  MORE! 
Checks,  money  orders  and  credit  card  orders  are 
welcome.  Orders  will  be  filled  on  a strict  first  come  first 
served  basis...  so  quick  action  is  recommended  to  avoid 
possible  disappointment. 
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Comment  by 
W.  K.  Yarbrough 


I have  been  involved  in  the  coin  research  as  numismatic 
consultant  for  Eric  Jumper  for  more  than  three  years. 
Therefore  I feel  I have  enough  background  knowledge  to 
comment  on  articles  written  by  Father  Francis  Filas,  S.J., 
and  by  Mel  Wacks  (and  others). 

Fr.  Filas  first  proposed  his  solution  to  the  indentification 
of  the  coins  on  the  Shroud  in  October,  1978  at  Los 
Alamos,  N.M.,  at  the  Shroud  of  Turin  Research  Project 
(S.T.R.P.)  meeting.  When  S.T.R.P.  did  not  accept  his 
theory,  he  resigned  from  the  group. 

The  overall  view  of  the  scientists  is  that  the  letters  Fr. 
Filas  sees  is  a weave  pattern  of  thecloth.  Thisopinion  was 
expressed  by  Eric  Jumper,  Vernon  Millerand  Don  Janney 
at  the  S.T.R.P.  meeting  held  in  Groton,  Conn.,  in  October, 
1981.  There  Vernon  Miller  showed  four  slides  of  the  eye 
areas  takin  in  Turin  in  1978.  These  slides  did  not  show  any 
indication  of  Fr.  Filas’  ‘CAI’. 

The  scientists  believe  there  is  something  on  the  eyes, 
but  they  think  the  evidence  is  not  strong  enough  for 
further  identification  at  this  time. 

In  my  own  research,  I came  to  very  much  the  same 
conclusions  that  Mel  Wacks  did  in  regard  to  Fr.  Filas’ 
articles. 

However,  I lean  more  toward  the  date  of  April,  A.D.  33 
for  the  crucifixion,  rather  than  April  of  A.D.  30  (see  H.W. 
Hoehner,  Chronological  Aspects  of  the  Life  of  Christ, 
Zondervan  Publishing  House,  1978). 

To  enlarge  on  Mel  Wacks’  “Alternative  Possibilities”  in 
WCN  (Jan.  12,  1982,  pages  6 and  8),  I feel  these  slides 
seem  to  show  irregularities  which  appear  to  have  the 
shape  of  an  amphora  (vase)  similar  to  a coin  issued  by 
Valerius  Gratus  in  A.D.  17. 

Hopefully,  within  the  next  few  months,  Eric  Jumper  and 
I will  publish  a paper  on  the  eye  areas  of  the  Shroud. 


Adding  to  the  confusion... 


Christian  scholars  have  spent  400  years  trying  to  prove 
that  the  Holy  Shroud,  in  the  cathedral  of  Turin,  Italy,  is  the 
burial  cloth  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  Long  Island  accountant 
George  Smith  has  evidence  that  the  image  outlined  on  the 
cloth  is  not  Jesus'  but  that  of  the  Egyptian  king 
Tutankhamen,  who  lived  3,300  years  ago. 

A devout  Catholic,  Smith  points  out  that  no  one  knows 
what  Jesus  really  looked  like.  But  King  Tut  s mummy  still 
exists.  By  scrupulously  comparing  photographs  of  the 
mummy  with  the  “figure”  on  the  shroud,  Smith  has 
learned  that  "both  are  identical  in  height  and  structure.”  In 
addition,  both  theshroud  and  the  mummy  bearwhatseem 
to  be  “a  beaded  collar,  a swollen  right  eye,  and  a 
shortened  right  leg.” 

Smith,  who  examined  the  cloth’s  markings  inch  by  inch 
for  11  years,  claims  that  Tut  s image  was  burned  into  the 
material  with  a secret  Egyption  radiation  process. 

“I  wish  I could  go  to  Egypt,”  he  says.  “This  is  one  of  the 
biggest  discoveries  of  the  century.” 
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HISTORIC  AUTHENTIC  COINS 
OF  PONTIUS  PILATE  (29-32  A.D.) 
PRICED  AT  ONLY  $15! 


These  are  the  same  coins  used  at  the  time  of  the 
Crucifixion!  They  feature  either  an  Augur’s  Wand  (lituus) 
or  Simpulum  (ceremonial  ladle)  and  were  dated 
according  to  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius. 

We  have  about  a dozen  genuine  specimens  in  average 
About  Good  condition  “as  found”  in  the  Holy  Land. 

The  only  thing  more  remarkable  than  their  history  and 
antiquity  is  our  low  price. 


$15 


ABOUT  GOOD 


THE  FIRST  CRUSADER  COINS 

No  Crusader  coins  were  struck  until  the  reign  of  King 
Baldwin  II  (1 1 18-1 131  A.D.),  cousin  of  the  first  two  heads 
of  the  Jerusalem  Crusader  Kingdom.  Baldwin  II 
succeeded  in  expanding  his  territory  and  directing 
attacks  against  Muslim  Damascus  with  the  aid  of  the 
Crusading  religious-military  orders  - the  Hospitallers 
and  the  Templars. 

The  Gold  Dinars  of  Baldwin  II,  which  we  are  pleased  to 
offer,  are  catalogued  by  Schlumburger  (“Gold  Coins  of 
the  World”)  as  Number  1;  and  by  the  Rev.  Rogers  (“A 
Handy  Guide  to  Jewish  Coins”)  as  Plate  VII,  No.  8.  It  is 
described  by  the  Rev.  Rogers  as  a “Christian  imitation  of 
Dinar  of  Fatimi  Khalif  Abu'  Ali  el-Mansur  Amer  bi  Akham 
Illah,  A.D.  1101-1129.”  It  is  not  unusual  for  new 
governments  to  imitate  the  coinage  of  its  predecessors 
or  neighbors...  but  it  is  certainly  unexpected  that  the 
Christian  zealots  would  allude  to  the  coins  of  their 
Moslem  arch  enemies!  Perhaps  this  indicates  that  in 
spite  of  the  great  differences,  some  trade  was  conducted 
between  these  religious  and  political  rivals  in  and  around 
the  Holy  Land.  (By  the  way,  the  Fatimi  Khalif  Illah  was 
one  of  the  last  of  the  Fatimi  dynasty;  he  was  murdered  by 
the  rival  Syrian  Assassians.) 

The  gold  Dinars  of  Baldwin  II,  King  of  Jerusalem,  are 
about  the  size  of  a Quarter;  the  design  on  both  sides 
consists  of  concentric  pseudo-Arabic  inscriptions. 
Ironically,  the  original  Arabic  coin  legends  proclaim,  in  a 
direct  contradiction  of  Christian  beliefs,  that  “There  is 
no  God  but  Allah,  and  He  had  no  Son.” 

SPECIAL  LOW  HOARD  PRICES 

The  Biblical  Numismatic  Society  has  gained  first 
access  to  a newly  discovered  hoard  of  these  nearly  1000 
year  old  Jerusalem  Gold  Dinars  of  Baldwin  II  in 
Extremely  Fine  condition.  We  offer  them  on  a strict  first 
come  first  served  basis  priced  at  50%  less  than  the 
current  Friedberg  catalogue  valuation.  Rush  your 
personal  check,  money  order  or  major  credit  card  data 
today  to  take  advantage  of  this  rare  opportunity. 

EXTREMELY  FINE $350 


Newly  Discovered  Hoard...  Almost  1000  Years  Old... 


CRUSADER  KINGDOM 
OF  JERUSALEM  GOLD  DINARS 

The  very  first  gold  coins 
ever  issued  by  a 

sovereign  Holy  Land  government! 


On  Friday  the  15th  of  July  in  the  year  1099  A.D.  the 
soldiers  of  the  Crusader  leader  Godfrey  de  Bouillon  were 
attacking  Herod’s  Gate  at  Jerusalem’s  north  wall.  Three 
hundred  yards  away  near  the  Damascus  Gate, 
commander  Robert  of  Flanders  headed  a diversionary 
attack.  And  at  the  same  time  a third  Crusader  prince, 
Raymond  of  Toulouse,  was  heading  another  front  at  the 
southern  wall.  As  a result  of  this  three-pronged  attack 
which  culminated  a 40  day  siege,  the  forces  of  the  Fatimid 
Governor  of  Jerusalem,  Iftikhar,  surrendered  and  the 
Crusader  banner  was  hoisted  over  the  Dome  of  the  Rock 
and  the  Mosque  of  El-Aksa.  The  Christian  Kingdom  of 
Jerusalem  was  born! 

Godfrey  de  Bouillon  became  the  secular  and  military 
ruler,  with  the  title  of  Defender  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 
There  was  too  much  rivalry  between  the  Crusader 
leaders  at  the  time  for  them  to  agree  that  one  should  hold 
the  title  of  king.  But  a year  later,  with  Godfrey’s  death,  his 
brother  Baldwin  I became  the  first  king  of  the  Crusader 
Kingdom  of  Jerusalem.  This  Christian  kingdom  would 
last  just  87  years. 
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INVEST  IN  HISTORY... 


These  authentic  sold,  silver  and  bronze  coins  were  witness  to  the  conquests  of  Alexander,  the  struggle  of  the 
Maccabees,  the  revolts  of  the  Jews,  and  the  rise  of  Christianity- 
The  nearly  two  dozen  ancient  coins  listed  below  represent  one  of  the  finest  offerings  of  Holy  Land  coins  that  the  Biblical 
Numismatic  Society  — or  any  major  coin  dealer  - has  made  in  some  time.  These  are  all  important  rarities,  with  most  of  museum- 
duality.  They  would  be  an  exciting  addition  to  any  collection  . . and  are  also  promising  long-term  investments.  Each  coin  will  be 
B companied  by  the  highly  regarded  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  Certificate  of  Authenticity  that  includes  a photograph. 
^ 'k  ou  can  pay  by  check  or  charge  to  any  major  credit  card  (just  supply  the  number  and  expiration  date).  Or,  if  you  prefer,  use  our 
convenient  three  month  layaway  plan,  .that  won’t  cost  you  one  extra  cent!  Just  remit  13  of  the  total  cost  as  down  payment; 
send  another  1 3 the  following  month,  and  the  final  1/3  the  month  after  that.  We  will  ship  your  coins  with  the  PNG  Certificates  as 
soon  as  full  payment  has  been  made. 

Telephone  reservations  will  be  accepted,  and  we  would  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  you  might  have. 
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KINGDOM  OF  LYDIA,  King  Alyattes,  610-561  BC.  Electrum  (Gold)  1/3  Stater.  BMC  7.  One  of  the  world’s  first  coins. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $2500.00 

PERSIA,  Period  of  King  Artaxerxes  — Darius  III,  450-330  BC,  Gold  Daric,  The  only  coin  mentioned  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Used  in  the  time  of  Queen  Esther.  Beautiful  style,  some  light  marks  in  left  field. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $2600.00 

MACEDONIA,  Alexander  the  Great,  336-323  BC.  Silver  Tetradrachm.  Struck  in  Akko-Ptolemais  in  Judaea.  Obv. 
Alexander  as  Hercules,  Rev.  Zeus. 

VERY  FINE SOLD 

SELEUCID  EMPIRE,  Antiochus  IV  Epiphanes,  175-164  BC.  Silver  Tetradrachm.  His  persecutions  led  to  the  Maccabean 
uprising.  Their  victory  over  Epiphanes  is  celebrated  as  Chanukah. 

FINE $795.00 

TYRE,  PHOENICIA,  98  BC.  Famous  Silver  Shekel  of  Tyre,  type  of  the  “30  Pieces  of  Silver”  paid  to  Judas.  Obv.  God 
Melkart,  Rev.  Eagle.  Well  centered,  large  flan. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $735.00 

ROME,  Emperor  Tiberius,  14-37  AD.  Gold  Aureus.  Gold  version  of  the  famous  “Tribute  Penny.”  Obv.  Emperor’s 
portrait.  Rev.  Livia  seated,  inscription  PONTIF  MAXIM  (High  Priest). 

NICE,  FINE $1150.00 

ROME,  Emperor  Nero,  54-68  AD.  Gold  Aureus.  Nero  appointed  the  last  Procurators  to  govern  Judaea  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  First  Revolt.  He  never  “fiddled”  but  he  did  play  the  lyre  (harp). 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE,  Outstanding  Portrait! $3650.00 

JUDAEA,  First  Revolt,  Year  One  =66/67  AD.  Silver  Shekel.  Obv.  Chalice,  Hebrew  inscription  “Shekel  of  Israel,”  Rev. 
Three  Pomegranate  Buds,  Inscription  “Jerusalem  is  Holy.”  This  is  the  first  silver  Jewish  coin.  Rare.  Wacks  ft64  (valued  at 
$3500),  Meshorer  #148.  Has  sold  previously  for  as  much  as  $5000. 

EXTREMELY  FINE,  Excellent  Value  SOLD 

JUDAEA,  First  Revolt,  Year  Two  = 67/68  AD.  Silver  Shekel.  Similar  to  preceding  coin  but  more  refined  style.  Wacks 
#65,  Meshorer  #151. 

EXTREMELY  FINE $1750.00 

JUDAEA,  First  Revolt,  Year  Three  = 68/69  AD.  Silver  Shekel.  Another  choice  example  of  the  most  famous  ancient 
Jewish  coin.  Wacks  #67,  Meshorer  #154. 

EXTREMELY  FINE $1850.00 


(Coin  offerings  continued  on  the  next  page) 
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JUDAEA,  First  Revolt,  year  Three  - 68/69  AD.  Silver  Half  Shekel.  About  twice  as  rare  as  the  Shekel!  This  was  the  coin 
used  for  the  annual  Temple  Tax.  One  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  over  2 years. 

CHOICE  EXTREMELY  FINE  $1850.00 

PALESTINE,  Emperor  Domitian,  81-96  AD.  Medium  Bronze.  Issued  in  continuation  of  the  Judaea  Capta  series.  Wacks 
#85,  Meshorer  #243. 

VERY  FINE,  Nice  $245.00 

ROME,  Emperor  Hadrian,  117-138  AD.  Silver  Denarius.  The  Jews  revolted  in  132  AD.  when  Hadrian  started 
construction  of  a pagan  temple  on  the  site  of  the  destroyed  Jewish  Temple  in  Jerusalem.  This  is  a well  struck  and  nicely 
centered  coin,  Cohen  #1316. 

VERY  FINE $135.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt,  Eleazer  the  Priest,  Year  one  = 132/133  AD.  Bronze.Meshorer  #174.  Rare.  The  coins  of  Eleazer 
the  Priest  were  not  made  after  the  first  year  of  the  war.  This  is  an  exceptional  example,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen! 

EXTREMELY  FINE $895.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt,  Simon  Bar  Kochba,  Year  one  = 132/133  AD.  Bronze.  Wacks  #95,  Meshorer  #170.  Rare.  Obv. 
palm  tree,  Hebrew  inscription  “Shimeon  Nasi  Israel”  (Simon  Prince  of  Israel),  Rev.  vine  leaf,  inscription  “Year  One  of  the 
Redemption  of  Israel”.  Exceptional  example  of  this  rare  type,  the  finest  we  have  handled! 

EXTREMELY  FINE $1150.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt.  Bar  Kochba,  year  two  = 133/134  AD.  Silver  Denarius.  Meshorer  #189,  Rare.  Obv.  Palm  Branch; 
Rev.  bunch  of  grapes.  Substantial  portion  of  Latin  inscription  reveals  that  the  Jews  overstruck  a coin  of  Trajan.  Year 
Two  Denarii  have  sold  for  over  $800.  This  one’s  a great  buy! 

EXTREMELY  FINE $550.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt.  Bar  Kochba,  134/135  AD.  Silver  Tetradrachm.  Wacks  #101,  Meshorer  #199.  Obv.  Holy  of 
Holies  containing  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  in  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem;  Rev.  Lulav  and  Ethrog  (symbols  of  Jewish 
Harvest  Festival).  Rarer  than  the  famous  Jewish  Shekel  issued  during  the  first  revolt.  Reasonable! 

VERY  FINE $1500.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt.  Bar  Kochba,  134/135  AD.  Silver  Denarius.  Meshorer  #202,  Obv.  jug  and  palm  branch;  Rev. 

“Shimeon”  within  wreath.  ABOUT  EXTREMELY  FINE $395.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt.  Bar  Kochba,  134/ 135  AD.  Silver  Denarius.  Wacks  #100,  Meshorer  #209.  Obv.  Lyre,  Rev.  bunch 
of  grapes.  This  was  the  last  year  that  Jewish  coins  were  struck  in  the  Holy  Land  before  the  establishment  of  the  State  of 
Israel  in  1948. 

ABOUT  EXTREMELY  FINE  $395.00 

JUDAEA,  Second  revolt,  Bar  Kochba,  134/135  AD.  Medium  Bronze.  Wacks  #90,  Meshorer  #211.  Obv.  7-branched  palm 
tree  (representing  Holy  Temple  Menorah),  Rev.  vine  leaf. 

VERY  FINE $245.00 

ROMAN  EMPIRE,  Emperor  Magnentius,  Trier  Mint,  350-353  AD.  Bronze  Double  Centenioralis.  RIC  #318.  Handsome 
large  coin  in  superior  style  with  Christogram  featured  on  reverse.  Rare. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $595.00 

BYZANTINE  EMPIRE,  Heraclius  and  Heraclius  Constantine,  610-641  AD.  Gold  Solidus.  Rev.  Cross  on  3 steps. 
Constantinople  Mint. 

ABOUT  EXTREMELY  FINE  $350.00 

CRUSADER  KINGDOM  OF  CYPRUS  AND  JERUSALEM,  King  Hugues  IV,  1324-1359  AD.  Silver  Gros.  Obv.  King  on 
throne.  Rev.  Crusader  Cross.  Schlumburger  PI. IV,  24. 

VERY  FINE $75.00 
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